Interchange of amino acids between tumor and host.
During the growth of a tumor, there are very relevant changes in the metabolism of the host to produce the metabolites rapidly consumed by the tumor. In this context, the exchanges of amino acids between the tumor and its host are especially important; however, they have received little attention. A rigorous study must provide data on the growth curve of the tumor, as well as on amino acid levels in tumor cells, plasma, and metabolically relevant tissues and organs from the host during the whole growth of the tumor. The main conclusions arising from a complete study in a tumor model are discussed.